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Our Forty-first Year

Minneapolis Ibaraki Sister City Association
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MISCA Award Presentation
Ice Fishing

Haiku Contest

MIA Pottery Show
Greetings from IFAI

Karuta - IIN Working Group on Outdoor Activities

Foreign Minister’s Commendations for FY2021

On December 13th, Consul-General of Japan
Hiroshi Tajima hosted a Presentation
Ceremony and diner for the Minneapolis
Ibaraki Sister City Association and the St. Paul
Nagasaki Sister City Committee to honor each
organization for receiving the Foreign
Minister’s Commendation for 2021.

During the presentation each organization
received their certificate of recognition
followed by speeches by Consul General
Tajima and representatives of each
organization.

The MISCA feels very honored to receive this

Recognition. SPNSSC Co Presidents Maggie Quam, Joann Blatchley,
Consul General Tajima and MISCA President Karl
More photos on the following page. Reinhard with their Certificates of Commendation.



MINNIBARAKI February 2022, Vol. 3, Issue 1

Friends of the
Bell of Two Friends

Diamond Friends
Bill Deef
Michael Rainville
Karl Reinhard

Platinum Friends
Jack Sattel and Karen Sontag Sattel
Mary Witkus & Werner Kohler

Gold Friends
Jessica Manivasager

Silver Friends
Richard & Marie-Rose Lundgren
Dan Rolf

Bronze Friends
Carol Austermann
Sharon Balke
Carter Clapsadle & Julia Baugnet
Richard Kathrine Fournier
Mirja Hanson
Cynthia & Brian Haskell
Jim & Reiko Hoffman
Brenda Langton & Tim Kane
Helane Monsour
Doug & Addona Rivord
James & Norma Solstad
Claire & Paul Spilseth
Richard & Carol Stahl
Vernon Wetternach

Certificate of Commendation

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan extends his deepest
regards to:

Minneapolis Ibaraki Sister City Association

In recognition of its distinguished service in promoting
mutual understanding between Japan and the US and
contributing to promoting friendly relations between Japan
and other nations.

Awarded on August 20, 2021

MOTEGI Toshimitsu, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan
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Ice Fishing

Helane Monsour

Ice fishing on Minnesota lakes is a popular way to spend time during Minnesota Winters.

Recommended Minimum Ice Thickness
(Rough Guidelines for New Clear Ice Only)
ST
STAY C e .
Ice fishing is best done on lakes

e . because there is no underwater
o - current. The ice must be thick

- i Ice Fishing  Snowmobile

or ATV 8-12 Inches enough to be Safe.

Caror-
Small Pickup

12-15 Inches
Medium Truck

Department of Natural Resources ®

This fisherman is
fishing with his sons.

They measure the ice
to see fi the ice is thick
enough to be safe.

The man shows the
depth on the auger;
the ice measures about
12 inches.

The man and son drill
a hole into the ice with
the auger.
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They are fishing for walleyes. Walleyes
are tasty cooked in batter and fried.

A tent is a good shelter from the wind and
cold.

They have a sled which carries a
cooler for fish they may catch.

The sled also has extra fishing
poles, and other things they may ’ " —ad
need for their day on the lake. =

It is important to be safe on the ice.

The ice is deep enough to hold a large car
safely.
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Greetings from IFAI - Exchange program of calligraphy and art works by
children and students between Minneapolis and Ibaraki City.

The exchange program of calligraphy and art works by children and students between Minneapolis and
Ibaraki City began in 1981, the year after the sister city affiliation between the two cities. This event is
still held today to let kindergarteners and elementary and junior high school students know more about
the sister city relationship between the two cities, and to promote cultural exchange and friendship
between the two cities.

This year, 49 works of art from Minneapolis were sent to Ibaraki City. They are part of the winning
entries of the Big River Art Contest, in which students between the ages of 8 and 12. Participate. This
contest is an annual contest for elementary school students to show their appreciation for the Mississippi
River.

The works sent by Minneapolis to Ibaraki city are displayed at the sister and friendship city corner
within the “General Exhibition” held at City Hall, along with the art works of children and students from
Ibaraki City municipal kindergartens, elementary and junior high schools, which was held online as a
measure to prevent the spread of the COVID - 19.

The works received by Minneapolis from Ibaraki City are displayed at the English Haiku Contest Award
Ceremony, and often at the cherry blossom festival on Nicollet Island. They add color to the festive
ceremonies.

We hope that the 25-art works sent from Ibaraki City will add color to the award ceremony of the English
Haiku Contest this year as well.
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Haiku Contest 2022

MISCA received over 600 entries for this
years Haiku Contest!

This year’s theme was jitsu (3) which
means fruit or bear fruit.

MISCA Board members just completed
their round of judging and the 30 top
Haikus in each category will soon be sent
to Ibaraki for final judging.

We are looking to have the Haiku
Awards Ceremony sometime this April -
and hoping that we will be able to do it
as in person event this year - cross your
fingers!

Winning students and their teachers will
be notified by the end of March.

Wishing all the entrants the best of luck!

February 2022, Vol. 3, Issue 1

Kamoda Shoji:

The Art of Change

Kamoda Shoji (1933 - 1983) was one of
Japan’s more celebrated potters and had
a considerable following in Japan and
more recently in the United States.

This exhibition is the first outside of
Japan and features nearly 50 works form
10 private American collections that span
his entire career.

This exhibition of his works is currently
on display at the Minneapolis Institute of
Art until April 17, 2022 (Cargill Gallery -
Free Exhibition).

We hope that you will check this out!

The Dining Room is now open! A portion of the dining

Zenbox.com

room is set aside for walk ins; seating here is first come
first served. They are now accepting reservations on a
limited basis for parties of six or less. Zenbox is still
offering takeout delivery and is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 4:30 - 9 p.m. You can find their online
menu at:

MINNIBARAKI - Past Issues

Looking for some information from a past issue of MINNIBARAKI?

All past and current issues of MINNIBARAKI can be found at the following link (copy and paste into

your browser):

https:/ /drive.google.com/drive/folders/16FIWH9sgFtal MN8wHIQ1leCFand3iAONS8?usp=sharing
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Explore Ibaraki

IIN Working Group on Outdoor Activities
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There are many little-known
but interesting places in Explore IBARAKI @

Ibaraki. In this issue, we
(kuroi no shimizu)

would like to introduce

. 2 Sasukehi ato
several spots in the north of

Ibaraki. We hope you will T e e
get interested in and venture Literature Hall
to these gems next time you 4 Marumata, Fushimiya
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1. Ibaraki Shrine (the map, no.1)

Ibaraki Shrine is located between JR Ibaraki Station and Hankyu Ibaraki

Station.

It worships Takehaya-Susanoonomikoto, one of the greatest Shinto-kami

_ or deities. His brave fights with Great Snake are often performed in

Bunraku and Kabuki.

We visit the shrine to ask for our happiness for annual events, such as

New Year’s Day, a)Toka Ebisu, o)Wakuguri sinnji or Chinowa-kuguri, the

Summer Festival, @)Shichigosan, 4Omiyamairi, s)Yakubarai etc.

3 | 4 The highlights of Ibaraki Shrine are Haiden or the hall of worship (the

o= e hoto above), Ootorii or the Giant Gate, and the East Gate (the photo

'y//// Zzzp i Eelow). The %East Gate used to be Karamete-Gate, the back éate,pof former
) ) B af Ibaraki Castle.

Notes: (1) festival on January 10 to wish for wealth (2) walking through a hoop made of
kaya grass wishing for protection against evil (3) celebration of children’s
growth when they are 3, 5 and 7 years old. (4) babies’ first visit to shrine to pray
for their health (5) warding off the evil and bad luck

- ' i
e
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«—-&

Kuroi no Shimizu

Ibaraki has long been famous for Kuroi no Shimizu well
water, one of the three best waters in northern Osaka.
Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the greatest warlord, liked the water
so much that he ordered fresh water from Kuroi every time
he held a tea party. Today, the Kuroi Tea Ceremony is held
in October.

Ibaraki Shrine is currently being rebuilt. Next time you
come to Ibaraki; you can see the beautifully renewed
shrine.
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2. Sasukehi ato: Furuta Oribe (the map, no.2)

Ibaraki is located between Kyoto and Osaka, and has I
played an important role as a transportation hub since
ancient times. A castle was built there and it has

developed as a castle town.

A stone monument stands quietly near the place where
the castle was located. It says there used to be a residence
of Sasuke (also known as Furuta Oribe) around here.

In 1544, he was born into a war lord family in Gifu
prefecture, later came to Ibaraki as a servant of influential
war lord. At that time, the world was the Warring States
Period, and many war lords were competing to take the
whole country.

Every day, while devoting their time to war, they absorbed
in the tea ceremony to gain peace of mind or to formulate
war operations. Some of tea utensils were equivalent to the
value of a castle. Oribe also emerged as one of the great tea
An image of tea ceremony masters, made a reputation for himself. He produced tea
utensils, tea rooms, gardens, etc., and became the founder of
the Oribe school.

3. Ibaraki Municipal Kawabata Literature Hall (the map, no.3)

Kawabata Yasunari is the first Japanese to be awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1968. Why was Kawabata given the Nobel
Prize? Kawabata is famous for his works like “Snow Country”
(Yukiguni), "Thousand Cranes” (Sennbaturu) and “The Old
Capital” (Koto). They express the Japanese mind with great
sensibility and deeply impressed people of the world.

Kawabata was born in Osaka City 1899, and lost his parents before he was three years old. He was
brought up by his paternal grandparents who lived at Toyokawa in Ibaraki city.

From the days he was in elementary school, he would sit almost every day on the branch of an
evergreen mokkoku tree in his grandfather’s garden and read books. Ibaraki is the place of his
youth where Kawabata lived until he graduated from Ibaraki High School, solidified his literary
aspirations, and took the first step.

Ibaraki city conferred the title of Honorary Citizen on Kawabata Yasunari and opened the
Kawabata Yasunari Literary Museum and many citizens became familiar with Kawabata and his
literature.

On display are about 400 items such as books authored by Kawabata, his letters, manuscripts and
calligraphic works as well as the scale model of his childhood home, photographs and videos
including the Nobel award ceremony in Stockholm in 1968.

Ibaraki citizens and visitors to Ibaraki, please visit the Kawabata Literature Hall.
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4. Marumata and Fusimiya (the map, no.4)

MARUMATA is a brick tunnel. The bricks are stacked at an angle to
be strong. Generally, this kind of twisted brick tunnel is called nejiri
manpo.

The Tokaido Main Line runs on this Japan’s oldest elevated railway
over the tunnel built in the early Meiji era, in 1877. The tunnel is a
living road which many citizens pass through every day.

When we go through Marumata, we come to Fushimiya, the oldest
konnyaku and tofu factory in Ibaraki city. Fushiimiya follows their
traditional method of making tofu. They have used good
underground water from a 300-foot-deep well for long.

Tofu is made into various products including sweets such as cake and
donuts.

The picture below shows one of my home tofu dishes, Yudoufu. Tofu
can be used for many dishes. Don’t you think they look delicious?

5. Tanakacho Tenmangu (the map, no.5)

It is a small shrine in the residential area but has a historical
background with Sugawara Michizane, a shinto kami or
deity of learning. Michizane was a leading court scholar and
political figure in the late 9th century, but under a false
accusation by his political rival, he was sent into exile to
Dazaifu, Kyushu. On the way to Dazaifu, Michizane stayed
at Tanakacho and protested his innocence. But the
Tanakacho people drove him away. Disappointed, he left
for Dazaifu, where he died in disgrace. After his death, a
series of calamities such as stormes, fires, and epidemics hit
Japan. Attributing this to the exiled Michizane’s angry
spirit, people all over Japan built shrines dedicated to him to
placate his anger, and so did the Tanakacho people.

Now, Michizane is venerated as a shinto kami of learning.
Many students visit here, wishing for academic success.
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6. Confluence of the Ai River and the Ibaraki River (the map, no.6)

AN Xz @)

Ibaraki River Ai River

7_535'3*“\
K1t

Greenery area

The Ai river and the Ibaraki river were flooded again and
again. Because the river bed was higher than surroundings
and banks were fragile. People lobbied local government
and home ministry to reform the two rivers. Finally,
replacement of the Ibaraki River was decided and the
construction was conducted in 1939~1943. And also,
twisting two rivers straightened. The Ibaraki River joined
up with the Ai River. Because there’s three reasons. Firstly,
the Ibaraki River passed city center. Secondly, county
government existed in Ibaraki city center. Thirdly, amount
of the Ibaraki River was one fifth of the Ai River. The
monument had constructed at the confluence of the two
rivers as memory. The former Ibaraki River became
greenery area which is known as Sakura St. and a park
where citizens enjoy nowadays.

7. So0ji-Ji (the map no. 7)

Soji-Ji, of the Shingon sect of Buddhism, is the 22nd of the
33 Pilgrimage Sites of Western Japan. It was founded in the
late 9th century during the Heian period by Lord Fujiwara
Yamakage, a Minister of State. Soji-Ji has a legend of a turtle
who helped Yamakage. The thousand-armed Kannon is the
image of this temple known as "Kannon on a turtle"
mentioned in the legend. Yamakage is also said to be the
"Father of the Japanese Kitchen Knife”.

In the late 16th century, during the Warring States period,
Soji-Ji became the fort of Oda Nobunaga, a powerful
warlord of that time. The temple was set on fire during the
Battle of Ibaraki and burned down. In 1603, at the order of
warlord Toyotomi Hideyori, Katagiri Katsumoto, a chief
retainer of Hideyori, rebuilt Soji-Ji and its peripheral
buildings.

Although the temple was damaged by fire in later periods,
parts of it remain as they were in the Heian period.

Many people visit Soji-Ji as a place of Kannon worship
today.

10



February 2022 Volume 3, Issue 1

WEH ERZAIED o 5w g EN R
RAERRS INEFAHE B S5 R 2
PARTACR R IS A £, SEEEA TR0 R sa i LEr, K

Lﬂuu

%ﬁ®%Wﬁ%;h6%ﬁ @ DS R INNE N %%nt%_ﬁgﬁmfffmﬁiﬁ
/C:\ba—o

WEbELALe b T

K*@*ﬂ: (H14 1)

WELELALS lib%L

rw

FAE D W b oD 720 NS E

KA IE . TREAB L K AFATIROIE 1 d it EF, Mes L. B bk bR
%fﬂfaaﬁfiié‘%%mobfmiﬁ B 2 IE DB E B VT LIE LI SR
T T HIE T

(OO0 i’)‘bjf B HIOT H L ALl 15) H o ED LbI&A FHRFEN

AxiE, #Hlie. HH &, @< <SophE Gom<<h) . BB, tH=, BE&V,

< ES L ibtt DALY Frol

BN A El DT, MELIc BB D L % 2 B LE T

IbE LAl Lo LAOTEY BkEbu On”LbAE Y 2 LAHRE OB LbA

RO R L - A (B A ) - KRB - R M BRE (R T, M

bibl %@jbib%blj NPHEOTHA

A, B R ARBOEHFMTL,

\Jv

<~
‘H‘
C

S

BBEIPBRLAEIALDNTL U AT

L T ] ONkaﬁihéﬁﬁmTﬁ%TLtuﬂﬁtﬁ %mwtofﬁ‘%l

L 72w LxdekeirvTIL 2 HwoibA

R AN WS} %%@_@7}@&‘@6 J\D ,Jr\/\%Bﬁ<t E#@{mk%f@zjzbjzw_o
s T
AH, Fi%#@%%;mxl ﬂ ﬁ ;bﬂﬂ\iﬁ‘

WELELAL® FAXY TniFAibe > C 2w :E‘Eé“ z L% PACES ) s LAl =+ A
AT, BT T, WE RARITRONTRHE, 2B LAEENEboTopithz 7T
Wy 7s

TH IFET L

2. PEBIRRIR (i FIARER) (HhRa2)

WIS & 3] BBX» b | ANR=) 289 <L bb

R A KIRO T B L. D RO E L LT B A A R LT
xF Ui, 22 IORAES R, B FITE LCREE R T E L,

LA =4 I;J: B & 0O \‘/‘:‘/‘:’f bz = AROBHUY 5D I
Z O o T B DIE L 1T D2 ) & G TNEF, — o0 (3%, W

B ~

Gy DR D o775 T

11



MINNIBARAKI February 2022, Vol. 3, Issue 1

B SRV WHhr< &S L

15405121 B Fh- DN A T o R A ) B D5k & 7o TR AN T x &
Ui, i ikER R Th Y . R TERS S LRt bk LoE 20T L.

o v b‘<* 1F nh b <& s<HA

EC CEND - BT B @@$ﬁ%ﬁétw b, B OfEikE HS

H P g

O, KD Jtﬁﬁ'JL“Cb\i L7, 72 :—O@ﬁ&ﬁ ﬁ)bﬂj@ﬁlﬂ *H%ﬁ“é%@%&;@i

50 byUA DX bbb B PR B E5 <
L7, S RAD— /\&L“C;Eﬁ’fffﬁb %F"S: IFLWEFICLTWE L, #ITKE B

HR LD 'Cb‘/%u S A5 T w — F BH~Yw

Hp T a— AL, fkE B{JIL@EUﬁA%k 0 FE L,

1
i
il
e
B <

wWiEsE L b o HhIETP TR Y BB A

3. 2 S ISR ST (4 3)

,,@g—

NIRRT E AL LCHIDTL 96 8MIC ) —~ LW A2 Lk L1, Aol
‘6/—Awa#3tht®TL;9#°

iR HA I D28 > . FE” . 7 T 7 H8cn P ol #
STFRD N % ZkE S g -DT LT,

JRERIZ1 8 9 9 IC K CAEENE Lz, 3lcasaiciigz K L, iz
B%WE%V%%mgj@ﬁﬁl@?faf%ﬂibtoﬁwﬂwﬁ#E\ﬁﬁﬁﬁ®i5
R OZ DR H AR OB FT, KasATnE L, KATEERIAH KRS

T EEEoMTHY . ot 2 LB el Lo

wATERER I R TR 2 2, 2 Lo omRa)ilgExkoz ool L
v

B & 7o R, BT R 2 R L Lz,

YRRk o, . BB EoM oo S B ) — L
FEHAX D EF A0 BN STV E T,

FATHERD TR AT 2 n-kg, &5 2 eI 2 nTaT FEn,



February 2022 Volume 3, Issue 1

4. 3%k, REE (HE4)

EHELEMED F AT, MILERELET LS ERbhTnET, s

DHEARAT bR A2 RL D AEEBPOET, TR Ao 1
8 7 THICHE SN O IAT R CERE L £ TVET, ZO R REs
b2 < ORI 2 BHEOE T,

FHE-FBVMBES LIRAERICkET, REBIAAT T s & G0 T
T, RERITE 22035 ofafAilE 2 5 T, 3007 ¢ — b odkfime 1
DT K Z R LTV ET,

G r—%R0 F—F YD LI RhAaf =V EnsnsAREE Ay £9, BE T2

HAFo TR O B T, R ek bR E T, BLLES
TLI?

AT RDLDHE S 7 HHIh TAEAL)

G EL T 0/ S 7o, DL IDE b R
: y

N}

D H B LR o L'_./‘)_‘ HNTE lfﬁ“) <
FH CTHBIREZFE CLT, Lﬁ)bﬁ(ﬁﬂ(@ &1z
AN éj%@ﬁ e ehbrd j: = CLLA UD,J?.
B~ T, I b5 Y | B Y oEEE
19 Lown -G ANP-N bl
BLTLENET, ﬁ@%kk%ﬁmiok
L HHIh L Z A*?:&Jl/ B BT ZEOLD <‘:,3 éb{‘ D>
JE ‘iéfﬁfﬁ/\@%%ﬁ@zi L7, ﬁ,ﬂ)ﬁ%}%\ ' PRk, f%@fxﬁ)iﬁ%
HHIh BAY HHI R 72

L. )\/z ‘i%ﬂ%aﬁﬁ@mﬂ?@ﬁb\kmﬂibto Z ZTHEEDREDY %W&)%ﬂ\<%\i&

i E3e] LA l% e ehbrd

WA B AL A BT DT, WP I O AT b b T IR A T E L

nE ALER BSbA DB BLLALES Lo BEF CALe
A TIhEE ‘i?n@?qﬂif&bEﬂ %Eﬁf)ﬁ)ﬁén Al sk Z - TR ot L e o T
WEY,

6. 2281 - FA | B FDRE (H6)

o

SR 1 LKA NI E B LIRS0 E LTz, 708720 AR Foined
Mo TT, KAD K% 1%, RN Iz 0 =S50 ll2 BT 2 1ME T EL
T2, DN, KA OfHT X 1$ﬁm@%muwwﬁmeu%aﬁifziﬂﬁbmiuu
M%@<mot_o@ﬁH:E0ﬁ< ICSNELE, DL TEAN DL N AT 52k
mﬂmwﬁwgo@@mﬁaf?f~oﬁ1wwmuim@$6%kofwtﬁ%fﬁ

SO H I, BRI T O PN B TS T, =0 HIE, KA Dk iL, 2281 05550
PolZebdbhEL, 29T, 50 Mwywm@ﬁm> oAl e EL, T IE, &

ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%%ﬂxﬁﬂiﬂé%ﬁ%wﬁw\mﬁ;ﬁbihfwi#o

13



MINNIBARAKI February 2022, Vol. 3, Issue 1

P D ‘,{; 5 L L AR é/u[iv;vié/u&:z)li@/whb‘ /Lb KlwoiliEASEL L ~Wii L7

EEmopEgE. HE = S G o - E Lo, otk o e
S EHENL ShHREMT TS Ay =t
s s %@énibto@ﬁ#a SEE 7

BolEss® Y £, "TEHE & HELD SRS TRICT- 1R & LT
ZOERICHEHLET, £, LEE THAOR T 0X) L bEbhThET,
6t R ORI, = OB K0l ) s T o 1ok RIS o 38 L7220,
KROMUN TR AT Che s % L7z, 1603 4, WiE R - *%%ﬁw%:
0, FROE R - FrinH ook e 2ol a s L Lz, 20k bk
BHEEZTE LA, HEEERROEER->TOET,

DS, Z<OINEEEMOSE LT ET,

14



February 2022

The MINNIBARAKI newsletter is published quarterly (February, May, August
and November) by the Minneapolis-Ibaraki Sister City Association.

MINNEAPOLIS IBARAKI
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

Board of Directors

Karl Reinhard.........c.ccoocevvvvivieiniiiciiennnne President
Patrick Good .......cccoveververinenen. ... Vice President
Dan Rolf ..o, Secretary
Sharon Balke ..........cccoevveiivieiniieiiceen Media

Board Members
Carol Austermann
Brian Haskell
Cynthia Haskell
Werner Kohler
Mary Witkus

More Information

Website: misca.us

Facebook: Search for MISCA
Email: misca.info@gmail.com
Postal address:

MISCA

¢/ o Meet Minneapolis

801 Marquette Ave S. Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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MINNEAPOLLIS-
IBARAKI
SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATION

Upcoming Board Meetings:
Tuesday, February 15, 2022

Board meetings are usually held
at ZenBox Izakaya

602 South Washington Ave
Social time 5:30 - 6:15
Business meeting starts at 6:15

However, at this time meetings are
being held virtually. If you would
like to participate, please email Karl
Reinhard at:

misca.info@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

We are hoping to resume
our events later this year.

Haiku Awards Ceremony

Date, time and venue to
be determined

Please check out or
Facebook page for virtual
events




